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Society: Society Notes

THE

HISTORICAL

Following the district meetings of the Society,
held at Tallahassee on January 10 and at Sanford
on February 8, which were reported in the last issue
of the Quarterly, a public meeting of the members
of the First Congressional District was held at
Mountain Lake Club, Lake Wales, on March 12.
Senator Spessard L. Holland, director of the Society
in that district, presided.
President Joshua C. Chase spoke of the plans of
the Florida Historical Society for broadening its
work of bringing to light the facts of the State’s
long history and making them better known to the
present generation. Jessie B. Rittenhouse, president of the Poetry Society of Florida, read a poem
discovered in the Bodleian Library at Oxford, and
apparently of the late sixteenth or seventeenth century, which is the earliest known poetic description
of Florida. This was published in the Quarterly of
July, 1928. A stanza is:
Have you not hard of floryda
A coontre far bewest
Where savage pepell planted are
By nature and by hest
Who in the mold
Fynd glysterynge gold
And yt for tryfels sell . . . .
Have over the water to floryda
Farewell, gay lundon, nowe . . . . .
This was followed by several poems of colonial
Florida interest from the pen of her late husband,
Clinton Scollard.
Professor A. J. Hanna, of Rollins College, read a
paper on the flight and escape of Confederate Secretary of War J. C. Breckenridge through Florida
to Cuba at the close of the war.
* * *
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The eightieth anniversary of the incorporation of
Tampa was observed at another district public meeting held there by the Society at which George P.
Raney, a director, presided. D. B. McKay, a former
mayor of that city and a member of one of its pioneer families, gave the principal address in which
he recounted much of Tampa’s early history. Several rare pieces relating to that history were presented to the Society's collection of Floridiana.
These include a copy of the Tampa Herald of October 11, 1854; two letters written from Tampa in 1840
and 1845, which describe the village of that period;
and a sketch of Mrs. Nancy Jackson who came to
Tampa in 1822.
Lena E. Jackson read a paper descriptive of the
sojourn of Sidney Lanier in Tampa during the winter of 1876-77 and his writings there. This will appear in an early issue of the Quarterly.
Right Reverend Nathaniel S. Thomas, of Palm
Beach, another director, spoke on the future of the
Florida Historical Society; and Professor, A. J.
Hanna on the present program.
These meetings were widely reported on by the
State’s press and have increased interest in the Society’s work. Public meetings are planned in the
other districts for the early fall.
The board of directors of the Society met with
President Chase in Winter Park on April 25. Those
present were Joshua C. Chase, president; Kathryn
T. Abbey, vice-president; Albert H. Roberts, treasurer; Herbert Lamson, secretary; Carl Bohnenberger, corresponding secretary and librarian; and
Mrs. Roy V. Ott, director.
A report of the committee on revision of the charter and by-laws was read and discussed section by
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section, and certain changes and additions were suggested. The changes recommended by the committee will be considered for adoption by the members
in annual meeting on November 17.
A committee on membership, to be appointed by
the president, was authorized.
Dr. James A. Robertson, state archivist of Maryland, who had been invited to be present, told of the
organization and work of his department.
Dr. Abbey emphasized the urgent need of early
efforts to retain in Florida and to preserve manuscripts relating to its history. Of the few which
have survived some have already been taken permanently out of the State; and others, which she mentioned, are now being eagerly sought for and bought
by outside libraries. Those most desired now by
those libraries are the papers of Governor Call, and
Florida is on the point of losing them.
The president was authorized to appoint a committee on the collection, use, and preservation of
manuscripts, which is to recommend to the next annual meeting of the Society:1. The means of expanding the manuscript collection of the Society to include materials which
might otherwise be sold out of the State.
2. The methods of preserving and making available such a collection.
3. The possibility of arousing interest on the
part of the people of Florida in such a collection.
4. The possible relations of the project with the
State government.
5. The establishment of a publications program
in addition to the Quarterly
This committee was appointed later as follows:
Dr. Kathryn T. Abbey, of Tallhassee, chairman;
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Bishop N. S. Thomas, of Palm Beach; Senator S. L.
Holland, of Bartow; Professor A. J. Hanna, of Winter Park,Mr. Carl Bohnenberger, of Jacksonvilleall districts being thus represented.
This was the second gathering of the widely scattered directors, meeting with President Chase, since
his election last November. Also he has made several journeys to attend district public meetings. Such
interest on his and their parts makes certain the
steady growth of the Society and its influence. His
own interest in Florida’s history is not new, and in
history it might be said to have begun before his own
day-for he is a grandson of the historian Joshua
Coffin.
* * *
President Chase has appointed the Membership
Committee as follows: Watt Marchman, of Rollins
College, Winter Park, chairman; R. L. Goulding, of
Fort Lauderdale; Guyte McCord, of Tallahassee;
Mrs. T. M. McDuffee, of Bradenton; Philip S. May,
of Jacksonville. No work of the Society is more
important now than the securing of new members,
and as Mr. Marchman and his committee have begun
this with vigor, the membership roll is steadily
growing.
* * *
The letters and other papers of Governor R. K.
Call, the acquisition of which was urged at the last
meeting of the directors, have been purchased by the
Society for its library. Largely by the efforts of
Professor Alfred J. Hanna, late vice-president, the
purchase price of five hundred dollars was raised
through the generous contributions of numerous
members and friends of the Society. So this valuable historical material relating to its history has
been saved for Florida. As the number of documents is not large the price may seem high to some,
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but the bid of libraries outside the State had to be
met or the material would have been lost to Florida.
A list of the contributors to the purchase fund will
appear in the next issue of the Quarterly.
It is hoped that the Call papers will be but the
first to come to the Society for preservation and for
use in the writing of Florida’s History, and that the
letters and papers of other public men, without
which that history cannot be fully written, will be
given into the Society’s keeping. Perhaps not
again can a large sum be raised for such a purpose,
for success came only through the knowledge that
these papers were about to be sold outside of
Florida.
The gratitude of all who feel an interest in Florida’s history, and of those who are to feel a like
interest in the years to come, will be sincerely felt
and their thanks freely given to the heirs and possessors of such papers who give them to our library.
* * *
With the building of a huge paper mill there, the
little village of St. Joe will become a thriving town,
the second one on the site-but it will lack the romance of its predecessor. For half-a-dozen years
after 1835 the new town of St. Joseph was the most
prominent and one of the most important in Florida.
Its story, so far as is known, is told by Dr. J. 0.
Knauss in the Quarterly, the issues of April and
July, 1927. An account of its most notable event,
the meeting of the constitutional convention which
framed the document under which Florida became
a state, has been written by Mr. F. W. Hoskins and
will appear in an early issue of the Quarterly.
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